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"Then sameness Is constituted by continuity only?"
asked the Tathagata.                                                 49

"Not only by continuity," said Kutadanta, "but
also and mainly by Identity of character."                m

"Very well/' concluded Buddha, "then you agree
that persons can be the same, In the same sense as
two flames of the same kind are called the same; and
thou must recognise that in this sense another man of
the same character and product of the same karma Is
the same as thou."                                                         f>1

'Well, I do/' said the Brahman.                        w

Buddha continued : "And in this same sense alone
art thou the same to-day as yesterday. Thy nature is
not constituted by the matter of which thy body con-
sists, but by the forms of the body, of the sensations,
of the thoughts. Thy person Is the combination of the
samskaras. Wherever they are, thou art. Whither-
soever they go, thou goest. Thus thou wilt recog-
nise in a certain sense an identity of thy self, and In
another sense thou wilt not. But he who does not
recognise the Identity should deny all Identity, and
should say that the questioner Is no longer the same
person as he who a minute after receives the answer.
Now consider the continuation of thy personality, which
Is preserved In thy karma. Dost thou call it death and
annihilation, or life and continued life."                   ft3

ec 1 call It life and continued life/' rejoined Kuta-
danta, " for It Is the continuation of my existence, but
I do not care for that kind of continuation. All I care
for Is the continuation of self in the other sense, which
makes of every man, whether Identical with me or not,
an altogether different person."                                 f>4

" Very well," said Buddha. "This Is what thou
deslrest and this is the cleaving to self. This is thy